Sunday was the final day for the Governor to sign or veto legislation sent to him by the Legislature in the final days of the 2011 session.  As is usually the case, the governor released a the bulk of actions in the last few days.  Unusual was that he vetoed about 17% of the bills before him.  A record high for a Democrat and twice his average for his prior governorship.

The Governor vetoed one of the most watched education bills of 2011, SB 547 (Steinberg)<http://leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/sen/sb_0501-0550/sb_547_bill_20110914_enrolled.pdf>. In his veto message, the Governor called the bill "yet another siren song of school reform." He went on to say, “There are other ways to improve our schools - to indeed focus on quality. What about a system that relies on locally convened panels to visit schools, observe teachers, interview students, and examine student work? Such a system wouldn't produce an API number, but it could improve the quality of our schools." The governor went on to say the bill "certainly would add more things to measure, but it is doubtful that it would actually improve our schools. Adding more speedometers to a broken car won't turn it into a high-performance machine." It will be interesting to see how this debate progresses in 2012.

While we will release a comprehensive analysis of all education related measures in the coming days, we want to let you know the status of a number of major education bills that were watched closely in 2011.

The Governor SIGNED the following bills:

AB 9 (Ammiano)<http://leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0001-0050/ab_9_bill_20110909_enrolled.pdf> – Pupil rights: bullying. This bill (1) requires a school district to include specific information in its policies and procedures regarding discrimination, harassment, intimidation, and bullying, and (2) requires the policies to include complaint procedures and alternative discipline policies for pupils who engage in this behavior.

AB 124 (Fuentes)<http://leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0101-0150/ab_124_bill_20110909_enrolled.pdf> – Academic content standards: English language development standards. This bill establishes a process to update, revise, and align the English language development (ELD) standards to the common core state standards in English language arts (ELA) and requires the SPI and the SBE to present to the Governor and the appropriate policy and fiscal committees of the Legislature a schedule and implementation plan for integrating the revised ELD standards into the education system.

AB 131 (Cedillo)<http://leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0101-0150/ab_131_bill_20110908_enrolled.pdf> – The Dream Act: Student Financial Aid. Under current law, undocumented students pay resident tuition rates if they have graduated from a California high school and affirmed that they are in the process of applying to legalize their immigration status. Effective January 1, 2013, AB 131 will make this limited pool of students eligible to apply for Cal Grants and other state aid.

AB 189 (Eng)<http://leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0151-0200/ab_189_bill_20110909_enrolled.pdf> – Education funding. This bill modifies the existing public hearing and reporting requirements for participating in categorical flexibility.  The bill requires the district and COE governing board, if it intends to close a program, to identify in the hearing agenda notice the program or programs it proposes to close. The bill also authorizes, until July 1, 2015, the governing board of a school district to charge a fee for an adult education class in English and citizenship.  You supported this one.

AB 250 (Brownley)<http://leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0201-0250/ab_250_bill_20110909_enrolled.pdf> – Instructional materials: pupil assessment. Among other things, this bill renames the Curriculum Development and Supplemental Materials Commission as the Instructional Quality Commission (IQC).  The bill then expands  the role of the Commission to advise and make recommendations to the SBE, including, but not limited to, what policies and activities are needed to implement the state's academic content standards, and to bring the state's curriculum frameworks, instructional materials, professional development programs, pupil assessments, and academic accountability systems into alignment with those standards.

AB 680 (Block)<http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0651-0700/ab_680_bill_20111003_chaptered.html> – Pupil safety: comprehensive school safety plans.  Authorizes a school district or a COE, in consultation with law enforcement officials, to choose not to have its school site council develop and write those portions of its comprehensive school safety plan that include tactical responses to criminal incidents that may result in death or serious bodily injury at the school site and authorizes, instead, school district and COE administrators to write those portions of the school safety plan.

AB 790 (Furutani)<http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0751-0800/ab_790_bill_20110909_enrolled.html> – Career Technical Education: Linked Learning Pilot Programs.  This bill will create a program to expand Linked Learning high school programs. You supported this one.

AB 815 (Brownley)<http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0801-0850/ab_815_bill_20110920_enrolled.html> – Instructional Programs: State Seal of Biliteracy.  This bill allows for a special seal identifying students who are fluent in at least 2 languages.  You supported this one.

AB 1310 (Furutani)<http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_1301-1350/ab_1310_bill_20110912_enrolled.html> – Career technical education and workforce development.  This bill calls for a strategic plan with WIBs, Community Colleges and CDE to connect education and workforce development.  You supported this one.

AB 1330 (Furutani)<http://leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_1301-1350/ab_1330_bill_20110920_enrolled.pdf> – Graduation requirements: career technical education. Adds, commencing with the 2012-13 school year, career technical education (CTE) as an option for pupils to fulfill the existing high school graduation requirement to complete a course in visual or performing arts or foreign language. Requires districts that elect this option to notify parents, teachers, pupils and the public.  You supported this one.

SB 140 (Lowenthal)<http://leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/sen/sb_0101-0150/sb_140_bill_20110902_enrolled.pdf> – Instructional materials. This bill requires the CDE, on a one-time basis, to develop a list, on or before July 1, 2012, of supplemental instruction materials for use in kindergarten and grades 1 to 8, inclusive, that are aligned with California's common core academic content standards in language arts for kindergarten and grades 1 to 7, inclusive, that are aligned with California's common core standards in mathematics.

SB 161 (Huff)<http://leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/sen/sb_0151-0200/sb_161_bill_20111007_chaptered.pdf> – Schools: emergency medical assistance: administration of epilepsy medication. This bill allows school districts, county offices of education, or charter schools to participate in a program to train nonmedical school employees who volunteer to administer emergency anti-seizure medication to students with epilepsy.

The Governor VETOED the following bills:.

AB 165 (Lara)<http://leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0151-0200/ab_165_bill_20110909_enrolled.pdf> – Pupil fees. This bill reinforces the Constitutional prohibition on the imposition of pupil fees and establishes policies to ensure compliance with that prohibition. Among other provisions, this bill would have added compliance with state statutory and constitutional prohibitions against pupil fees, as well as other fee-related requirements, to the list of compliance items required to be verified as part of the annual financial and compliance audit required of school districts, and required this to be added to the K-12 audit guide commencing with audits of fiscal year 2011-12.

The veto message can be found here<http://gov.ca.gov/docs/AB_165_Veto_Message.pdf>.

SB 547 (Steinberg)<http://leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/sen/sb_0501-0550/sb_547_bill_20110914_enrolled.pdf> – Public school performance accountability. This bill sunsets the Academic Performance Index, the states accountability system for schools and districts, on July 1, 2014, and replaces it with the Education Quality Index (EQI), which is comprised of multiple newly established indices to reflect the overall performance of the state's public schools, districts, and pupils.  Further requires the State Board of Education to adopt the EQI not later than August 1, 2014.   You supported this one.

A veto message can be found here<http://gov.ca.gov/docs/SB_547_Veto_Message.pdf>.

